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whether the conditions, as found post-mortem, suggested
any means by which such a tumor as this could be
diagnosticated from a similar growth, occupying the
more usual position in the lumbar region.
Dr. Tyson, in connection with the clinical history,

called attention to a retro-peritoneal sarcoma, presented
by him to the Society last winter, which had been mis-
taken by him and others, for a tumor of the kidney.
Dr. Osler, in reply to Dr. Tyson's first question,

stated that the only remnants of sarcomatous tissue
were two or three small, but very distinct, portions in
the lower attached part of the tumor ; the remainder
had wholly undergone this thrombotic change, and in
the upper part, had become converted into a blood-cyst.
This change was, no doubt, slow, with first, a destruc-
tion of the sarcomatous elements by the blood-clot, and
then a slow process of necrosis. There was no evi-
dence, in any part of the tumor, of an invasion of the
coagulum by the sarcomatous elements, as is not infre-
quent in thrombi in other regions, as he had seen in
the portal and renal veins. The chief interest in the
specimen lies in the remarkable extent of the thrombotic
change. Looking at the clinical aspect, he had diag-
nosticated the case as one of retro-peritoneal sarcoma,
from its large size, its being so centrally placed, its
slight movability, its distinct separation from liver,
kidney, and spleen, not being placed more on one side
than on the other, and from the fact that palpation in
the lumbar regions gave no pain, or other evidence of
kidney lesion. It was firmer above the brim of the
pelvis than any other tumor he had ever examined.
One remarkable feature about these tumors is their
painless character ; this man complained of no pain,
and in two other similar growths which he described at
length, pain was not a symptom.

ilecent literature.

Ulements of Inorganic Chemistry, Descriptive and
Qualitative. By James H. Shepard, Instructor
in Chemistry, Ypsilanti High School. Boston : D.
C. Heath & Co. 1885.
This is an excellent elementary treatise, particularly

well adapted for use in high and preparatory schools.
The book is written with special reference to the
method of instruction recommended by the author,
which contemplates, in addition to didactic instruction
by the teacher, a considerable amount of experimental
work by the student. A scheme of qualitative analysis
is included.
A Treatise on Practical Chemistry and Qualitative In-
organic Analysis. By Frank Clowes, D. Sc,
London, Professor of Chemistry at the University
College, Nottingham. With illustrations. Third
American, from the fourth English edition. Phila-
delphia : Lea Brothers & Co. 1885.
The adoption of this book in America, and the

demand for a third American edition, justifies the fav-
orable opinion which we have previously expressed
concerning it. In the present edition, the original
plan of the book has been maintained, but it has been
carefully revised, and, in parts, rewritten, and some
additions have been made. We recommend this work
as an excellent laboratory guide and text-book.

THE APPOINTMENT OF SURGEONS IN THE
MARINE HOSPITAL SERVICE.

The Annual Report of the Supervising Surgeon-
General of the Marine Hospital Service for the fiscal
year 1885 contains, as always, various matters of
interest, and refers to one subject that is of national
importance. Although the service has often demon-
strated its usefulness, Congress has never made suita-
ble provision for the appointment of medical officers.
Bills to this effect have been repeatedly introduced
and favorably reported by committees, but have never

yet been reached for consideration, and the examina-
tion and appointment of medical officers is still a

matter of regulation only.
The important duties which are entrusted to the

surgeons of the Marine Service make it more and
more important that a select class of men should be
attracted to the corps, and it is difficult to imagine that
any one would seriously urge the appointing power to
cause the setting aside of regulations so obviously in
the interest of humanity as those that require an
examination for admission to the medical staff, simply
to obtain a place for a friend, however needy, but
experience has shown that nothing short of law will
prevent such attempts with each recurring change of
administration. Dr. Hamilton firmly believes, and we
trust not without reason, that the merit system will
ultimately prevail, and become firmly established.
It is hardly necessary to recall the fact that this ser-

vice is not occupied alone with the health of the
sailors of the merchant marine, but that in addition to
other duties, the quarantine service of the United
States continues, as for the past three years, under the
management of this bureau. Additional interest is
given to its operations by reason of the extensive
epidemic of cholera which has appeared in Spain, and
reappeared in its old haunt in the south of France.
This service consists, first, in a foreign inspection

service ; second, in the home quarantines ; and third,
the inspection, when circumstances render it necessary,
of trains coming from Mexico and Canada, the fórmel-
as protective against yellow-fever, and the latter as

against small-pox. The duties of the inspectors in

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at SAN DIEGO (UCSD) on June 27, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



foreign ports are to make a personal inspection of
vessels bound to the United States, the emigrants
intending to sail thereon, and their baggage and per-
sonal effects. The second and third divisions of the
service are carried out by the medical officers of the
service.

Whatever value one may attach to quarantine ser-

vice, it is necessary that it should be entrusted to men

of zeal and intelligence. In this way only can its best
results be obtained, and it is little to-ask of Congress
that the bureau of which so much is required, should
be strengthened by such enactments as shall secure the
faithful enforcement of such regulations in regard to
examination of candidates as already exist, that the
present high character of the service be maintained,
and proper inducements be held out to its medical
officers to make the service their life-long occupation.

-»-

THE THERAPEUTIC INUTILITY OF CALCIC
PHOSPHATES.

Recent experiments tend to throw doubt as to
whether phosphate of lime, given for medical effect, is
ever assimilated by the organism.

Heiden, of Pommeritz, experimented with twelve
guinea pigs, all of the same litter ; four were vigor-
ous, four less strong, and four were very feeble. These
were divided into sets, four in each : two strong guinea
pigs being associated with two weak ones. To one

strong and one weak one was given phosphate of lime
mixed with the ordinary food ; to the other two pigs
of the set only food was given. The experimentation
lasted forty-three days, and the sole result obtained
appeared to be augmentation of calcic phosphate in
the excrements.

Heiden concludes from these experiments that phos-
phate of lime is not assimilated.

The same conclusions result from the researches of
other German observers. Weiske has shown that
phosphate of lime added to the feed of milch cows,
not only is not assimilated, but is not even eliminated
in the milk. Sansón, professor of the school at Grig-
non, has repeated these experiments and arrived at the
same conclusions, namely: that phosphate of lime,
added to the daily rations of animals, is not appropri-
ated, and all passes out in the faecal matters and in the
urine.

THE SLOANE MATERNITY HOSPITAL.
One of the daughters of the late Mr. Vanderbilt,

Mrs. William D. Sloane, has announced her intention
to erect and endow, in connection with her husband, a

maternity hospital, to belong to the College of Physi-
cians and Surgeons. It will be a building of brick and
terra cotta, three stories in height, and one hundred
feet long by seventy-five feet wide. With this build-
ing, will be presented to the trustees of the College a
sufficient sum of money to furnish the necessary in-
come to completely support it as an absolutely free

institution. Exactly what will be the amount required
for this purpose cannot yet be determined. It is to be
known as the " Sloane Maternity Hospital," and will
be erected immediately ; its position being just west of
the college buildings now in course of erection.

The college, through Mr. Vanderbilt's liberality,
owns twenty-nine building lots, but ten of which are

occupied by the college proper. Four others,
at the corner of Tenth Avenue and 59th Street
will furnish ample room for the Maternity, which is
designed for twenty-five beds, and the plans for which
are now being prepared by the architect of the college
building.

Although this hospital will be under the control of
the Faculty of the College of Physicians and Surgeons
its business management will be in charge of a sepa-
rate board of managers, consisting of five members, of
which the president of the college is the chairman ex

officio. The four gentlemen selected for the first
board are William D. Sloane, representing the donors ;
Cornelius Vanderbilt, representing the board of trustees
of the college ; and Professors J. W. McLane and
Francis Delafield, representing the Faculty.

A FATAL ERROR IN DIAGNOSIS.
The principal surgeons of the Hospital St. Spiridon,

of Jassy, a city of Moldavia—Drs. Russ, surgeon-
in-chief, and Scali, assistant-surgeon —lately com-

mitted the unpardonable blunder of mistaking a case
of seven-month's pregnancy for one of cysto-sarcoma
of the right broad ligament. An operation was under-
taken for the removal of the supposed tumor, when a

well-developed foetus was found of the age before
stated, and which lived several hours.

The details of this shocking affair are given in the
Gazetta Medícala Jassy, a journal edited by members
of the hospital staff. The mother died on the eighth
day after the operation. The surgeons concerned in
this case were condemned by the Superior Sanitary
Council, with the recommendation to the proper
authorities that their licenses be revoked. They,
however, appealed to the Courts, and, after a hearing,
were acquitted.

MEDICAL NOTES.

—

It was announced in recent dispatches from Paris
that " Sullivan and Jacques of Boston arrived here
to-day to submit themselves to M. Pasteur's treatment
for the prevention of hydrophobia. M. Pasteur refuses
to inoculate Sullivan, as seventy days have elapsed
since he was bitten." Jacques is Mr. Charles Jacobs,
a native of Groton, where he still resides on the old
farm of Oliver Prescott, Jr. Sullivan is John J. Sul-
livan, Mr. Jacob's hired man. In the first part of
November last, a pet shepherd dog belonging to Mr.
Jacobs was taken sick, and died in a few days, during
which time the animal had licked an eruption on
Sullivan's chin. A horse died shortly after, and, as
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some of the animal's saliva had fallen upon abrasions
on Mr. Jacob's hand, he determined, although there
was no evidence of hydrophobia in either dog or horse,
to make assurance doubly sure, and go to Paris for
treatment at the hands of the French scientist.

— It is suggested that oil of peppermint is very use-

ful for burns. The oil is painted on the affected part
with a camel's hair brush, and the pain is said to be
immediately relieved.— Therapeutic Gazette, 15th Sep-
tember, 1885.

—

The prize of 8,000 francs, offered by the Belgian
Academy of Medicine for an elucidation by clinical
facts of the pathogenesis and treatment of diseases of
the nervous centres, and principally of epilepsy, has
not been awarded ; but a sum of 500 francs is offered,
by way of encouragement, to the author of the essay
bearing the motto, " Traditionem pondero, doctrinara
respicio, sequor veritatem," on condition that he allow
his essay to be printed in an abridged form, with the
criticisms of the Commission.

—

Professor Chiara has, we learn from the London
Medical Record, given antipyrin in various pregnant
women, and his conclusions are these: 1. Antipyrin
in therapeutic doses has no appreciable action on the
uterus. 2. Pregnancy does not modify the action of
antipyrin. 3. When it is indicated to combat fever
arising during gestation, antipyrin may be administered
without fear. 4. Antipyrin favors the continuance of
pregnancy by subduing the fever, as do other antipy-
retics.

—

Baudet published, some time ago, a study of
three cases of nephritis occurring in the same family,
from which he was led to the belief that Bright's dis-
ease might, in certain cases, be hereditary. This
hypothesis has received a certain measure of confirma-
tion from another series of cases published by Kidd
(Ann. de la Société de Med. d'Anvers, 1885), in which,
out of the twelve children of a female suffering from
Bright's disease, seven died of the same malady.—
Florida Medical and Surgical Journal, December, 1885.

—

The Los Angeles Times gives the following sta-
tistics of the climate of Santa Anna Valley, which will
be found interesting to the health-seeker: Out of 365
days there were 332 pleasant days in 1880, 323 in
1881, 342 in 1882. For these three years the average
temperature was 65°, 65J° and 65£°. The average
temperature for each month of 1885 ranged between
58£° and 73£°. The average velocity of the wind is
about four miles an hour.

—

Says the Sanitary News, oí Chicago : " A Com-
mittee from the Massachusetts Medical Society, con-

sisting of six physicians, has been appointed to urge
upon the Legislature the advisability of the reorgani-
zation of the State Board of Health, by separating it
from the Board of Lunacy and Charity. It was an act
of lunacy to consolidate these three Boards in the first
place, and it will be an act of charity to separate them
again."

—

Dr. H. P. Walcott, of Cambridge, has been in
Washington during the past week, in his capacity of

President of the Public Health Association. He is
trying to unite the National Board of Health and the
various State Boards, in support of a bill to establish a

National Commission, to be made up of representatives
from the various State Boards. We understand that a

bill is in preparation with this in view, and that all the
health associations will probably unite to urge its
passage.

—

In a supposed murder case in Detroit, the county
physician testified that the victim, a woman, was killed
by a blow on the head. Her two sons were placed
under arrest. After the examination, the skull was

brought to the city and examined by four physicians,
who declared that death resulted from pneumonia,
and that the fractures which the county physician found,
were produced by himself in removing the top of the
head to examine the brain. The two sons have accord-
ingly been released.

—

The digestibility of cheese depends a good deal,
according to Klenze, on its physical properties. All
fat cheeses are dissolved or digested with great rapidity,
because the molecules of casein are separated only by
the fat, and so the solvent juice can attack a large
surface of the cheese at one time. Whether the cheese
be hard or soft does not appear to matter, and there is
no connection between the digestibility and the per-
centage of water present in the cheese. The degree
of ripeness and the amount of fat have, however, con-

siderable influence, for both these conditions render
the cheese more friable, and so allow of intimate con-

tact of the juice. Cheddar took the shortest time to

digest (four hours), whilst unripe Swiss cheese required
ten hours for solution.

—

Lancet.

—

Dogs doomed to die in London do not suffer half
so much as men who pay the extreme penalty. The
unclaimed curs trot into the lethal chamber at Batter-
sea, which is filled with narcotic vapor, produced by
passing carbonic oxide over a surface of anaesthetic
mixture, composed of chloroform and bisulphate of
carbon. Apropos of this provision a correspondent
of the St. James's Gazette says : " Perhaps some of
those who read in one of the newspapers of the quick,
painless and peaceful death suffered by the unclaimed
dogs at Battersea may have been struck, as I was, with
the thought that the criminals who are condemned by
our law to suffer death are treated worse than the dogs.
At Battersea, where the arrangements were planned
under the supervision of Dr. Richardson, the dogs who
are condemned to death are 'wheeled into the cham-
ber, they lie down, curl themselves round, fall asleep,
and so their lives are closed.' Surely such an ending
for a murderer would not only be more humane, but
would be more solemn and impressive than some of
the scenes which are reported from time to time in
connection with the present system of hanging."

—

Our English contemporaries are calling attention
to a number of recent deaths of ladies at the toilet
through the catching fire of light evening dresses, owing
to the inflammable material of which they are made
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coming in contact with a candle or gas flame. It sug-
gests as a precaution that muslins and such light
fabrics be steeped in a solution of sodium tungstate,
which will render them non-inflammable, so that they
may safely be worn in dangerous situations. Tung-
state of soda is comparatively inexpensive, and, by the
outlay of a couple of shillings, the dresses of the whole
household may be protected from fire. To three parts
of good dry starch, add one part of tungstate of soda,
and use the starch in the ordinary way. Should the
material not require starching, dissolve one pound of
tungstate of soda in two gallons of water, well satu-
rate the fabric, and then let it dry. It will not affect
in any way even the most delicate color, and ironing
does not interfere with the efficacy of the process.
Muslin so treated may be held in the flame of a candle
or gas lamp without catching fire, so that, although the
part in contact with the flame may be charred, or even

destroyed, there is no danger of its spreading.
—

A correspondent writes to the British Medical
Journal, that while the late Dr. W. B. Carpenter lost
his life from an accident whilst taking a lamp-bath,
yet that valuable remedy (of whose efficacy he was
well aware), is in no way to be discredited in conse-

quence of the accident. It would appear that an open
gallipot was used to hold the sjjirits of wine, and that
this was upset when he endeavored to rise from the
chair. Those who are accustomed to administer such
baths, use tin lamps with a broad base, which are diffi-
cult to upset, and are, moreover, provided with a wick
and cover, and some with hot-water vessels placed over
the lamps. The writer recommends, as the best con-
trivance for this purpose, the Malvern lamp (invented
by the late Dr. J. M. Gully and Mr. Hamsher, of Great
Malvern). It is made like a school-inkstand, with a
movable top, which is removed when the spirit of wine,
or methylated spirit, is poured in, and which subse-
quently serves to regulate the height of the flame. The
hot-water vessel will be found unnecessary, as a can of
hot water left open and placed between the feet, will
answer all practical purposes, thus preventing conges-
tion of the head, and shortening the process by its con-
tribution of warm vapor. The extinguisher should be
placed on the lamp by an attendant before the patient
attempts to rise.

NEW YORK.

— Dr. Cyrus Edson, Chief of the Second Sanitary
Division, has seized between six hundred and seven
hundred oranges, recently received from Florida. It
seems that they were frozen on the trees during the
cold weather of the early part of January, and in con-

sequence, have become unfit for eating.
— At the annual meeting of the Hospital Saturday

and Sunday Association, held recently at St. Luke's
Hospital, it was reported that $40,407 had, thus far,
been received from the collections and gifts to the fund
during the year. Other contributions to be sent in, it
was announced, would increase the amount to $46,000,
and it was hoped that the effect of an appeal recently
sent out to a number of corporations, would bring it up

to $50,000. The increased amount this year, as com-

pared with last, has been mainly due to the larger col-
lections in the churches. Last year, the hospitals re-

ceived, after the expenses of the collection had been
deducted, the sum of $29,917.

PHILADELPHIA.

—

The Mutual Aid Association of the Philadelphia
County Medical Society, instituted in May 1878, has
now accumulated sufficient funds to enable it to enter
upon its benevolent work, and to devote a part of its
income to the purposes of its organization, which was

principally to assist the families of deceased members
where such assistance is urgently needed. This is the
first time in its history when it has been able to re-

spond to such calls, because its capital has not hitherto
reached the minimum limit established by the by-laws,
but it has been enabled to do some charitable work.
It is capable of doing very much good, as we know
from the history of the New York Society from which
it derived its inspiration.

—

The recent action of the Count}' Medical Society
with regard to the delegates to the American Medical
Association, and the passage of the resolution urging
a restoration of the status quo for the sake of " the
promotion of professional harmony," has had quite the
opposite effect at home, whatever may be the chances
of its ultimate success at St. Louis, of which many
entertain grave doubts. The election of the delegates
has been contested on the ground that the election was

irregular and opposed to the by-laws, which require
that the nominations shall be made at the preceding
stated meeting. This controversy will serve to infuse
new life into the proceedings of the Society for some
time to come, and will indirectly be of service in in-
creasing the attendance upon the meetings, and there-
fore if an evil, it will not be an unmixed one. If all
the members could be made to attend and vote, at the
next quarterly meeting, it is not improbable that the
action of the last meeting would be reversed, and the
harmonious advocates of the original committee might
find themselves left in the minority.

—

At the Pennsylvania Hospital recently, during
Dr. Da Costa's clinic, a case was shown which pos-
sessed unusual features, and illustrated the effects of a

new remedy. A boy, eleven years of age, had been
brought into the wards a short time before, suffering
with chorea to such an extreme degree that he was

completely helpless ; he had no power to walk, could
not feed himself, and could not even articulate words
with sufficient distinctness to make his wants known.
The muscular movements did not cease entirely at

night. He was given hyoscyamine in doses of 1-200
grain, which was soon increased to 1-100 of a grain
given three time a day. This remedy had been used in
tremor with such marked effect as to lead the lecturer
to give it a trial in chorea. The effect was very
marked. In four days the boy was out of bed, and
going about the ward, and he had steadily improved
since. When shown, nearly three weeks after admis-
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sion, the muscles were quite steady and the boy could
walk naturally, and he was ready to go home.1

—

Dr. H. C. Wood exhibited an interesting case at
the meeting of the County Society held on the 20th
inst. It was that of a young man, about twenty-five
years of age, who presented the following interesting
group of symptoms : hemiplegia and hemianaesthesia
of the right side of his body, including the face ; verti-
cal hemiopia (the right half of the field of vision of
the left eye was deficient ; the right eye had been lost),
decided diminution of hearing in the right ear, and
persistent aphasia. In order to account for the symp-
toms, Dr. Wood inclined to the hypothesis of a double
lesion, in the left hemisphere of the brain, one in the
course of the motor tract in the internal capsule en-

croaching upon the optic thalamus, the other in the
vicinity of the third frontal convolution, and especially
involving the claustrum. The history of the case, un-

fortunately, was defective. The lecturer regarded a

multiple lesion as an evidence of syphilis. At the
same meeting Dr. Bruen presented a case of supposed
syphilitic disease of the lung, which had improved
under treatment, and Dr. J. H. Musser showed sections
of a case of syphiloma of the lung, where both lungs
were found invaded by numerous miliary gummatous
deposits around the smaller arteries especially ; there
were no signs of attending inflammation of the mucous

membrane, interstitial cellular tissue, or the pleural
investment of the lungs ; the patient died with acute
meningitis, which may have been syphilitic also, as

similar deposits were detected in the brain.

-*--
—

Miscellany.
ON A CONDITION OF THE INNER SURFACE OF

THE UTERUS, AFTER THE BIRTH OF THE
FŒTUS, OF PRACTICAL IMPORTANCE.

Dr. J. Braxton Hicks read in the Section of Ob-
stetric Medicine at the Annual Meeting of the British
Medical Association in Cardiff, a note calling attention
to a condition occasionally noticed after the expulsion
of the foetus; and whicb may easily give rise to mis-
takes of a clinically grave character. (British Medical
Journal, October 10.) He says :—

When the uterus is emptied of the foetus, the area of
its inner surface is proportionally reduced. If the lin-
ing tissue also became contracted to the same extent
as the muscular substance, then it would lie smooth
and level ; but, in some cases, this is not so ; conse-

quently, it is thrown into folds or waves, imitating in
some instances, growths springing up loosely from the
surface. But there is a still further state which adds
much to difficulties of diagnosis, and, consequently, to
danger in practice ; for this inner membrane (I speak
from the clinical point of view) is not unfrequently
resting loosely on the muscular coat beneath, so that,
when the fingers are pressed against it, it glides over
the subjacent part, so as to feel very like a portion of
the placenta, or the thickened membranes ; so much so,

1 This case was made the subject of a clinical lecture, which can be
found in the Philadelphia Medical Times for January 23.

that, in some cases, till I had traced it for some dis-
tance, I could not tell its exact nature. Where nod-
ules of inflammatory deposit occur in the same case,
there this portion is fixed firmly to the muscular tissue
beneath, but beyond it is loose ; and thus there is a

great similarity to the placenta, I mean where the pla-
centa has been already removed. The cases in which
I have particularly noticed this condition, are those
where I have had occasion to remove the placenta for
adhesion. I have not noticed it where, for other rea-
sons, I have passed the hand within the womb, as in
ordinary turning ; nor in, by any means, every case of
adherent placenta. Yet, inasmuch as, in such cases,
one does not specially look for such phenomena, it is
impossible to say in what proportion it might exist. In
the first case that I observed it, it was most marked.
It was in a case to which I had been called, of very
difficult labor, in consequence of miserably ignorant
attempts at delivery, whereby both arms had been
brought down over the back, and were drawn down
outside the vulva, both humeri having been broken.
The placenta was adherent, and in passing the hand to
remove it, I was on the point of mistaking this loose
lining of the womb for the placenta, and was about to
detach it when, in passing my hand over the placenta,
I concluded that it was the uterine surface covered by
the smooth membranes. To make quite sure, I pene-
trated the placenta from the amnial surface, where I
was quite sure of its presence, and worked outwards
to the margin, and thus was able to safely remove it.
I need not record more cases, for attention having been
once directed to it, it will, I think, be readily compre-
hended. I am not aware of any one having noticed
or pointed out the peculiarity before, though I can

hardly think it could have escaped observation ; but,
in the excitement of the moment, the danger of mis-
taking the lining of the, uterus for adherent placenta is
undeniable, and this must be my excuse for occupying
your time.

- -

Correspondence.
HUMANIZED VIRUS.

Boston, 27 Dudley St., Jan. 25, 1886.
Mb. Editor,

—

Had Dr. Chapin been familiar with the
effects of long-humanized virus, he would not have written
either his first or second letter. The quotation from Dr.
Leonard in the latter will conclusively prove to any one
who knows what vaccination was in this country sixteen
years ago, and is to a great extent in Great Britain to-day,
that the stock of virus used by the Health Officers of
Providence certainly cannot be that of long humanization,
as claimed in the first letter, but must have been modified
by renewal from the cow within a comparatively few years.

Virus after one, twenty, or one hundred human re-

moves, is " humanized virus," but that is a very different
thing from virus of eighty or even thirty years unbroken
human transmission.

The picture I drew of the effects of the virus now in use

by the Health Department of Providence, applied to that
virus, as I distinctly stated, if it had the pedigree claimedfor
it, but that it is either an "erroneous" or " purely imag-
inary " picture of the effects of long-humanized virus, I
utterly deny. It is based upon the careful study of a very
great number of vaccinations with the stock of the Nat-
ional Vaccine Institution of Great Britain (preserved with
religious care in a state of excellence unknown anywhere
else, and which it would be folly to say was not the very
best and most active stock of long-humanized virus extant)
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